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Motivation

We have media tools integrated into Plone
Northwestern is invested in Blackboard as its CMS
Instructors want to use blogs, wikis, and existing 
content



Applications: NUWiki



Case Studies: NUWiki

Course: Advanced Screenwriting

How was it used?
As a workspace for team projects
By individuals going through the writing process
To make the process transparent
For peer feedback

Feedback:
More real time collaboration desired
Hesitancy about complete transparency



Applications: NUBlog



Case Studies: NUBlog

Course: Intermediate Composition

How was it used?
As a writing evaluation tool
To provide an informal environment for the writing 
process
To create a portfolio



Case Studies: NUBlog

How did the professor benefit?
She could observe the process, not just the result
She was able to review reading responses before class

How did the students benefit?
They could easily give and receive feedback via 
discussion threads, even when language was a barrier
Blogging is part of their vernacular, so it lent familiarity



Case Studies: Brave New Worlds

Course Summary: An examination of the attempts to better 
society within the context of northern European 
Renaissance, the Enlightenment in Europe and America, and 
the Technological Revolution in Britain and the United 
States.

How was Plone used?
Course materials could be collected and organized first
The instructors managed their own content
Students organized their own reactions and feedback



Case Studies: Brave New Worlds



Case Studies: Brave New Worlds



Instructor Concerns/Feedback

Appropriateness of student contributions, discussions
Result: Not an issue so far

Plagiarism or "lifting" from classmates
Result: Not an issue

Student response
Result: Almost entirely positive

Quality of work submitted
Result: Same level as seen in other contexts



How it Works: Blackboard
Admin setup

Option 1: Add 
Link Maker 
Building Block

Add Links to 
Courses

Option 2: Add 
Application-
Specific BB

Instructor Configuration



How it Works: Blackboard

Admin Setup for Link Maker



How it Works: Blackboard

Instructor Setup for Application Link



How it Works: Blackboard

User logs into
Blackboard

- courses
- assignments
- schedules

User follows
link to Plone

User interaction



How it Works: Blackboard



How it Works: The URL

user id
user name
course id
role in course
digest



How it Works: Plone

User id, course
and role sent

Authenticated,
redirected

User interaction

personal folder
class workspace
wiki/blog/etc.

Blackboard Authentication
plugin



How it Works: Plone

Authentication Plugin:
1. Adds user to Plone
2. Adds user to class (e.g. ENG_101) group
3. Notifies applications via Event

Target Application:
1. Creates user-specific folders or content
2. Sets permissions and local roles on content
3. Redirects user to appropriate location



How it Works: Security

Passwords do not change hands
Encryption is time-based
Course and user role are passed within the token



Questions?

Thank You.

Eric Carty-Fickes
ericcf@northwestern.edu


